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BOOK   foreign intervention. President Kruger sent his message to the
...........XIV> j New YorJc Herald: "The Eepublics are determined if they must
1899. belong to England that a price will have to be paid which will
stagger humanity". No more than his colleagues or the soldiers
did Chamberlain foresee that sequel, but his belief stood that as
in South Africa the Empire was at stake., the Empire would
rally to maintain it. When, on the very day of his laconic answer
to the Boer ultimatum, the New South. Wales Lancers rode
through the City of London, he felt in that moment of his career
as Colonial Minister a significance bringing his life to a climax.
As messages of approval and pledges of support (lowed in from
all the Queen's dominions overseas, he kindled with pride and
faith, and with hopes reaching beyond this struggle towards
South African Federation and a wider aim.